
Exum Saint Writes About Raid 
 
 

The Jan. 26, 1865, issue of the New Castle 
Courier carried a letter written by Exum Saint of Henry 
County. This correspondence had been addressed to his 
father and mother on Jan. 6 while the author was 
returning home aboard the Steamer White Cloud on the 
Mississippi River. An earlier letter of Lieutenant Saint, 
who had enlisted in the 4th Iowa Cavalry, was published 
in this column on Nov. 12, 1977. The following letter 
described at some length his experiences on a raid into 
the south which had started in the month of December, 
1864. He wrote: "Dear Father and Mother: 

"After 16 days of hard marching we are again 
inside the Federal lines. About four o'clock a.m. on the 
21st of December, (a very cold and rainy morning) 3,500 
cavalry under command of Brig. General Grierson left 
Memphis on a raid and arrived at Vicksburg, Miss., on 
the evening of the 5th inst. The following is the result of 
our operations so far as I personally know: 

"We struck the Mobile & Ohio railroad 30 miles 
above Tupelo, Miss., and followed the same southward, 
tearing up the track, burning bridges, station-houses & c. 
Near Tupelo we captured two large trains laden with 
U.S. Government stores, 500 stand of arms, a large 
amount of ammunition, etc., all of which we destroyed 
and went on destroying, capturing prisoners & c. 

"At Oklahoma, Miss., we captured a few 
prisoners and destroyed more Confederate property. At 
Egypt, Miss., we met a force of the enemy, charged 
them immediately inside their breastworks, killing Major 
Gen'l. Gholson, 
G.S.A., and about 40 officers and soldiers capturing 450 
prisoners, among them one colonel, two lieutenant 
colonels and 30 field and line officers. 

"A detachment of the 7th Ind. and 2nd New 
Jersey led the charge and lost severely for the number 
engaged - I think about 80. We then left the M & 0 
railroad having destroyed 50 miles of track, capturing 
several trains, & c., and came across to Mississippi 
Central railroad, which we destroyed pretty much in the 
same manner. Meanwhile a detachment of 300 men was 
sent to Grenada, Miss., where it destroyed three 
locomotives and trains, mostly laden with Confederate 
property, 300 stand of arms, a large amount of wheat, 
corn and sugar. Myself and Captain Beckwith were sent 
with a hundred men to the left of the main column about 
50 miles to destroy some factories, commissary stores, 
& c.   There being but a few of us, we had to make 
rapid marches to prevent the enemy from concentrating 
and overpowering us. We traveled through country 
where a Yankee soldier had never been seen (unless a 
prisoner).  At Greensboro, county-seat of Choctaw 
County, we captured 10 prisoners, several thousand 
bushels of flour and meal, also 100 stand of arms, 
ammunition & c. A kind of police court was in session 
when we entered town, but adjourned 'sine die' soon 
after. We broke the jail in search of ammunition and the 

prisoners accidentally escaped. Took several head of 
horses and mules from the rebel Quartermaster, 
mounted Negroes upon them and left the place; but 
before we got out of sight nearly the whole town was in 
flames.  We had not intended to burn any but 
Government buildings, but the fire communicated more 
extensively than we had anticipated. 

"We then went nine miles downriver to 
Bankston, Miss., the largest manufacturing town, 
perhaps in the State. So secret and rapid was our march 
that we kept ahead of the news and entered town just 
after dark without a challenge from a Confederate 
soldier, although there was a company there at the time 
we went in. I took half the men, patrolled the town, 
picketed the roads &c., and returned to the factories 
where Captain Beckwith with the other 50 men had 
commenced the work of destruction. We burned on 
factory which ran 24 looms and Boo spindles, and 
contained 2,000 pounds of wool, several bales of cotton, 
and a very large amount of Confederate cloth, 
ready-made clothing &c. Also a huge safe containing 
gold, silver and Confederate money to a large amount. 
The factory was running when we came into it, and you 
never saw people so surprised, as were the operatives 
at us. They would scarcely believe their eyes. There 
were about 30 young women and soldier's wives and a 
number of Negroes employed in the factory, all of whom 
were not permitted to leave their work until the manager 
released them late at night. A fence 12 feet high with a 
picket gate, securely locked, enclosed the factory and 
outbuildings. 

"We also burned a large flouring mill and boot 
manufactory and 150 cases of shores. The citizens said 
that we had thrown 500 operatives out of employment by 
that night's proceedings. It was the darkest, stormiest 
night that white men ever saw. While crossing the street 
by myself I ran across a rebel soldier and took him 
prisoner. I started with him to put him under guard with 
other prisoners, but before I had gone two rods he had 
got away as it was so dark, and I was very glad of it. We 
were compelled to wait until the buildings got to burning 
before we could collect our soldiers and see how to get 
out of town. After which we traveled by the light of the 
conflagration for six or seven miles. 

"When we again joined the main column we had 
60 head of good horses and mules which we pressed to 
mount the prisoners on, and facilitate our march. During 
our absence from the column one regiment of Negro 
troops with the assistance of a few white cavalry 
thrashed just 800 of the enemy in exactly 30 minutes. 
When we arrived at Vicksburg we had 850 prisoners and 
had captured enough horses and mules for every one of 
them to ride, and for a large number of Negroes who 
followed in our wake The loss of the enemy by this raid, 
just at this time, can hardly be estimated. The Mobile 
and Ohio railroad alone had, all this winter, furnished 
transportation for the supplies of two thirds of (Gen.) 
Hood's army, and its destruction is so complete, that 
railroad men say it cannot be repaired by a well- 



organized force in less than 30 days. At one point we 
came across 700 head of fat hogs and 300 head of beef 
cattle. The General hesitated about what disposition to 
make of them, when an officer suggested making a 
detail of soldiers to kill, pile them up and burn them, 
which was done in an exceedingly short time. 

"Among the prisoners captured were quite a 
number of galvanized Yankees (as the rebels call them), 
soldiers who had once been in our army, had been taken 
prisoners and afterwards joined the rebel service. Much 
to my surprise one of the 'galvanized' recognized me. 
His name was Elias Pressnall, son of Nathan Pressnall 
and lives one and a half miles south west of Cadiz, 
Henry County, Indiana. Says he was a member of the 
13th Ind. Infantry an taken prisoner at Drury's Bluff in 
May last. At time he was captured, was a member of the 
l0th Tennessee (rebel). Says he was driven b the 
prospect of death by starvation and cold in 
prison-yard - hoping at some time to escape He 
manifests considerable anxiety about th course the 
Government will pursue to such fellows as himself, more 
especially himself. 

"In conversation with the rebel officer about the 
conduct of these galvanized Yankees during the fight, he 
said that a few of them discharge their pieces in the air, 
but most of them fought desperately, which statement 
agrees with that of the men who were in the fight. A 
squad of 12 of them came from their picket posts into 
our line the evening previous to the fight.   

"I have now given you as accurate an account of 
our second raid through Mississippi as I was able. 
Instead of exaggerating, I have under estimated our 
damage to the enemy by long odds. 
 
  With Love to all I am 
  As ever your son 
  Exum Saint 
 


